HANDLE WITH CARE!

How to rightly handle the Word of Truth

A. INTRODUCTION

Why are we are doing this?

( Why do you think these sessions will be useful? 

Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 1:8; Titus 2:3-4; Ephesians 5:27-28; 1 Peter 3:15; Acts 2:17-18; Acts 8:1,4; Colossians 3:16 

The Bible is clear

“Scripture is like a river again, broad and deep, shallow enough here for the lamb to go wading, but deep enough there for the elephant to swim.”
 
“The clarity of Scripture means that the Bible is written in such a way that its teachings are able to be understood by all who will read it seeking God’s help and being willing to follow it.”

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

          Deuteronomy 6:6-7
the testimony of the Lord is sure,     

making wise the simple; 





          
             Psalm 19:7
3 He [Jesus]  said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, and those who were with him... 





 
      Matthew 12:3

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons. 




                   Philippians 1:1
( What examples do you have of people misusing/misunderstanding the Bible?
We are not clear

Non-Christians

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

            1 Corinthians 2:14
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing... 

         2 Corinthians 4:3-4
Christians

i. Our expectations
ii. Our culture

iii. Our ignorance

iv. Our sin

So how can we be clear?

i. Pray

Open my eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. 

    Psalm 119:18
ii. Work

6 It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 

2 Timothy 2:6-7
iii. Learn

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 







Acts 2:42
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.             John 5:39-40
Group Exercise

The Bible is God’s Word. For all people in all times and in all places.

Psalm 137:9
2 Kings 2:23-24

( What are we to make of these verses?

Handle with care Overview

There is no such thing as society.

Context
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B. CONTEXT 
 ( Why do you think context is important?
Luke 13:34

Mark 15:38 

For God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  






John 3:16

( How do these verses sharpen this verse?
John 1:10
John 1:14 (see 1:1) 
John 3:36 
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1. Passage
2. Section

Luke 9:51 

3. Book
Jonah
i. Structure of the book

Colossians / Ephesians 
Paul wasn’t anticipating a three-week gap between the exposition [preaching] of the gospel and his defining of the implications of the gospel in our lives. Nor was he anticipating that some people would not be present for the reading of the whole epistle [letter] and would hear part of its message out of context.
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 How does this passage relate to the rest of the book?
ii. Purpose

Luke 1:3-4
Other examples: Jude 3; 1 John 5:13; John 20:31
iii. Author and Audience
1 Timothy 3 
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 How does this passage serve the purpose of the book?
4. Bible Author
5. Whole Bible 

i. The Bible is one book, with one story and one hero


1. Creation

2. Rebellion

3. Rescue

4. Re-creation 

( Add these to the diagram in the right place:

Daniel
 Exile
Exodus   Revelation   Samson  Pentecost Abraham 1 Thessalonians

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures... 
Luke 24:44-45
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 What does this passage teach me about Jesus?

ii. The Bible is comprehensive
Matthew 7:1, 6, 15 

Genesis 4: Context Questions
( What has just happened in the Bible? What is going to happen? What section of Genesis is this in? Any idea what the structure of the Genesis is? 

( From what you know, what do you think is the purpose of Genesis?

( Do we know anything about the author and the first audience?

( Where are we in the one big story of the Bible? How does this passage relate to it?
( What big Bible themes are in the passage?

( Where else does this passage feature in the Bible (in particular Cain and Abel)? 

( What do you think this passage teaches us about the hero Jesus?

Bible author
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� All printed verses in the handout are from the English Standard Version 


� Gregory the Great. http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/jod/texts/moralia1.html


� Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 109.


� 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21; Matthew 19:4-5; Acts 1:16; John 14:26, 16:13; 2 Peter 3:16; 1 Timothy 5:18 (quotes Luke 10:7); 1 Corinthians 14:37. 


� Margaret Thatcher


� Graham Goldsworthy, Preaching the whole Bible as Christian Scripture, 237.
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